Issue 138, October 2021
Editor’s Foreword
It’s the middle of October and nearly time for the second ACC
monthly meet of the year! Hands up those who wonder if they can
still remember how to climb, let alone have the energy to get to
the top of a mountain again.
Even though it feels like we’ve been in some sort of lockdown for
nearly all of 2021, I’ve had a busy year with family stuff. Which is
one reason why this is the first newsletter since last November.
The lack of climbing activity and club meets also hasn't helped. So,
here’s the first (and last) newsletter for 2021 - I hope you enjoy
reading it.
I’ve decided that, after 3 years in
the job, it’s time for me to stand
aside and give someone else a go
at editing the club newsletter.
Will all budding editors please
take one step forward. It’s not a
difficult job and really doesn’t
take up much time. The hardest
part is badgering people to write
something and, to be honest, they don’t take too much badgering.
So, hopefully, this is going to be my last newsletter. I hope you’ve
enjoyed reading them over the last three years and I hope to see
you in the hills again soon.
Cheers, Barry

PICTURES WANTED FOR THE
ANNUAL CLUB CALENDAR
Moira Gainey has done an excellent job
producing our annual club calendar for
quite a few years now and, with your help,
2023 will be no exception. But she needs
your pictures to make it possible. Please
send them to her, by mid-November, at :

Meets
Please remember that if you put your name down for a meet
you are committed to pay for your place even if you later find
that you are unable to (or don’t want to) attend.

When?

Where?

Please check the website for up-to-date information.

2021
October 22nd-24th

Stair Cottage, Newlands Valley

November 12th-14th

Low Row West, Yorkshire

December 10th-12th

Dalehead Bunkhouse, Edale

2022
January 14th-16th

High House, Seathwaite

February 11th-13th

Glan Dena, Ogwen valley

March

TBA

April 1st-3rd

Count House, Bosigran

May 13th-15th

Bamford, Peak District

June 4th-11th

Glencoe

July

TBA

August 12th-14th

Star Cottage, Two Dales

September

TBA

October

TBA

November 18th-20th

Langdale Hut, Little Langdale

December

TBA
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ACC Committee Meeting Minutes
The following section contains edited highlights from the committee meeting minutes. If anyone is interested in
seeing the unedited minutes please contact any member of the committee.

Meeting Date: 2nd March 2021 (Zoom)
Present: Jenny Walker, Diccon Proctor, Moira Domican-Gough, Richard Lodge, Richard Andrews, Olly Nicholson, Val Lum,
Adam Craig

Apologies: Barry Wright
Meets: 2021: March and April meets cancelled; May & June unlikely; Skye uncertain; July Tremadoc, hopefully back to
normal!
2022: Jan: High House booked 14/15; Feb/Mar: Glan Dena & Low House—awaiting confirmation from MAM; Apr 1/2: Count
House confirmed; Jun: Glencoe booked;

Treasurer’s Report: If membership returns to 60 we should end year with small surplus (membership currently 48).
Membership: 47 adult members and 1 junior plus 2 new members.
Newsletter: Website updated. Next newsletter needs more material.
Eco Sub-committee: 16 people at AGM showed interest in supporting project(s) to mitigate climate change
DP screen shared a PowerPoint presentation regarding two projects the subcommittee (DP, RA, VL) had selected: Hardknott
Forest restoration and Cumbria Wildlife Trust peatland restoration.

Social Events: Slide Show and AGM booked.

Meeting Date: 18th May 2021 (Zoom)
Present: Jenny Walker, Diccon Proctor, Moira Domican-Gough, Richard Lodge, Richard Andrews, Olly Nicholson, Val Lum,
Adam Craig, Barry Wright

Apologies: None
Matters Arising: Covid19: Diccon outlined current guidance from England, Wales & Scotland, also from BMC
Meets: 2021: Skye decision expected from hut on 26th May; July Tremadoc, uncertain, wait to end of June; Covid19 testing
before a meet was discussed, noting the BMC ‘duty of care’. Diccon to check.
2022: Jan 14th/15th High House booked ; Feb/Mar: Glan Dena & Low House—awaiting confirmation from MAM; May
13th/14th Bamford confirmed; Jun: Glencoe 4th/11th booked;

Treasurer’s Report: Very small year end surplus currently predicted. We discussed having a payment policy for camper vans.
Charging for using camper vans at a meet with spare places in the hut was thought acceptable (including by a camper van
owner). RA to consider what to charge, probably a flat fee.

Membership: Now 48. Barry noted a larger number viewed Facebook posts (some former members). Olly to email club
clarifying that membership cards will only be sent on request.

Newsletter: No response to request for articles.
Social Media: Google Groups: Olly and Adam to progress. Aylesbury-climbing-club@googlegroups.com for all members.
Eco Sub-committee: We have had no meets to mitigate. Voluntary payment suggested £5/person/meet to be paid at AGM.
Social Events: A few local walks have taken place. Green Park: A new company is taking over, 13 year lease from Bucks CC.
Diccon to find a contact so we can express interest in the wall.
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ACC Committee Meeting Minutes

continued

Meeting Date: 2nd August 2021 (Google Meet)
Present: Jenny Walker, Diccon Proctor, Moira Domican-Gough, Richard Lodge, Richard Andrews, Olly Nicholson, Val Lum,
Adam Craig

Apologies: Barry Wright
Meets: 2021: Aug awaiting decision from MAM; Sept Court House, St Davids will be Welsh rules but looking likely to be ok;
Oct, Nov, Dec all looking ok. Dec is Dale Head 10th/12th.
2022: Feb/Mar: still no response from MAM.

Treasurer’s Report: Small year end surplus still predicted. Members to be reminded/updated before the AGM regarding
deposits for Glencoe, which are being held by the hostel .

Membership: one more subscription received (49).
Newsletter: Better response for articles; Barry will be stepping down as editor at the AGM.
Covid: National rules are changing, being relaxed. We will keep in line with government guidance. We will also comply with
any hut conditions.

Social Events: First pub meet happened, outdoors at The Broad Leys.

Meeting Date: 7th September 2021 (Zoom)
Present: Jenny Walker, Diccon Proctor, Richard Lodge, Richard Andrews, Val Lum, Adam Craig
Apologies: Barry Wright, Moira Domican-Gough, Olly Nicholson
Matters Arising: Covid19: Diccon outlined current guidance from England, Wales & Scotland, also from BMC
Meets: 2021: Sept: Court House, St Davids, all good; Booking-in form unchanged, with separate contact details and selfdeclaration held separately and held for 3 weeks only.
2022: Feb/Mar: response from MAM is Feb ok, Mar unlikely.

Treasurer’s Report: not much change from previous report.
Membership: no new members
Newsletter: Newsletter now in production; Barry will be stepping down as editor at the AGM.
Covid: Documents were produced to facilitate resuming club meets safely: 1) Covid policy, 2)Covid self declaration, 3) Risk
review, based on BMC guidelines. Our risk review template is geared towards coming to a meet and sharing accommodation.
For day trips each group will be expected to assess their own risks as usual. Accommodation may give us additional guidelines
to follow. It was noted that the Welsh guidelines differ to the English ones in that masks are mandatory in shops, public
transport, etc. An ‘open window policy’ was agreed, though security (ground floor) also matters. Sanitiser and wipes will be
provided.

Social Events: Slide show and October booking-in will be on the same night at the squash club - do booking first; Chiltern
WALK (not chase) Sun 10th October.

AGM: Prep meeting on 12th October; Proposal/Nomination forms to go out on 11th October (email, a few to post). Note that
Barry is stepping down... anyone else? DP to talk to ON regarding sending emails; VL to do ‘countdown’ list of actions.
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Thunderbirds are go!

A long weekend in Snowdonia
Jul 2021
By Fiona Broadbent

So… thoroughly fed up with not setting foot in the mountains for over a year, (much as I love the Chilterns and yoga
on ZOOM)…and the July Snowdonia meet now OFF! I was going no matter what. Having recently become the proud
owner of a bright blue Berlingo (named Betty) which Id had converted into a “micro camper” - what was stopping
me? (nothing).
My 2 partners in crime AKA Val and James agreed to meet me
there so Betty and I set off for a campsite where Id camped on
my first ever trip to Snowdonia (18? Years ago), behind Bryn
Tych. I had phoned beforehand …”no booking - just speak to my
cousin in the caravan”. “how refreshing” I thought…no apps, no
bloody online booking and forgotten passwords – just turn
up!...so I did. And what a great decision that turned out to be.….
Beautiful weather, cobalt blue skies, unrivalled views of the
whole Snowdon range and Moel Siabod dead opposite the site.
Two pubs in easy walking distance and mountains from the
doorstep on (how ironic).. what must be the best located,
cheapest and (to my mind) loveliest old fashioned campsite in all
of Christendom – no booking and empty! Hurrah!
£5 a night (plus extra £5 for vehicle 1st night). 1 shower (50p for 4 minutes) a couple of taps in the field BUT (oh
joy) – hot water from 1 tap in the shower block! No electric hook ups – just find a spot and park.
Here is a brief synopsis of what happened next:-

Thursday: I enjoyed a lovely evening, cooked on site and enjoyed a cheeky half at the Bryn Tych – where they
were really friendly, laid back, and all the posh menus had been replaced with pies and pizzas.
Friday: walked to Betwys Coed and back for some retail therapy (and because I was
too cowardly to set off up the mountains alone). While paying my bill in Cotswold the
phone went and it was “El Presidente” who had read my email of the previous night
saying “what are you waiting for” and decided “what indeed”! And was joining us
Saturday morning. Meanwhile Val and James arrived on-site and we met at Tyn y
Coed for the first of 3 very good pub meals there. (Decent food and a pint or 2 approx
£20).
Saturday: before 0900 hrs….a blue convertible Saab swept onto the campsite driven
by “El Presidente” herself.
After lots of smiley greetings, we set off in boiling sunshine and parked at Nant Peris
car park where there were hordes of people (many in matching tee shirts jumping
onto mini buses bound for Snowdon) and £10 for parking. We set off north east up to
Carnedd y Filiast, a bit of a slog, but worth it as no one else doing it, then tracked along the ridge, Mynydd Perfedd,
Foel-goch to Y Garn, past Devils Kitchen and descended to Gwastadnant
and back to the Car park via a welcome dip (James).
There would have been lots of fantastic photos, of unrivalled views amid
crystal clear skies… but to my dismay, I had taken 35 photos of my thumb
plus 4 videos…quite an achievement, even for me, along with the
customary loss of yet another pair of prescription sunglasses.
We returned to the campsite to find Jenny sitting on a mat by her tent
with a beer holding court with a couple of chaps – including “solar panel
man” (you had to be there) …he said the Bryn Tych food was absolutely
terrible as they served crisps with the pie and nothing else, which
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continued

effectively scuppered my plans to try it out. So Saturday night we all 4
enjoyed a meal together in the sunshine at the Tyn Y Coed again.
Sunday morning: We bid Jenny a fond farewell as she had people to see
and stuff to do, and we set
off to park at Rhyd Ddu.
The car park there was £3
for the day and had loads
of space. The days objective
was to accomplish a double
traverse of the Nantille
Ridge, which we did. I was chuffed to bits as it was the main reason I
had gone there, having only done a half traverse / circular route years
before. There was a bit of scrambling and the rock was warm, dry and
grippy - perfect for re-establishing confidence in one who thought she would never scramble again!
On return, we checked out the Cellwyn Arms, which I remembered as a
warm, cosy, old fashioned hostelry. However it is now rather pricey with a
limited non-walker friendly menu so we headed back for our 3rd and final
meal at (you guessed it) Tyn Y Coed!
Monday: Enjoyed a leisurely ascent of Moel Siabod. Having run
completely out of food and the Moel Siabod café having a long Q, I
dropped into “The Rock” hostel and bought some bars. What a fabulous
place! More like a 5* country, shabby chic hotel than a hostel - worth
checking out if you don’t want to camp. That same week it was featured
in The Telegraph as one of the best places to stay.
On return to the campsite we made tea, packed up, showered and set off
for home about 4. Enjoyed a very beautiful, easy and somewhat smug
evening drive as everyone going the other way (into Snowdonia) seemed
to be stuck in traffic jams ( it was the first day of the school holidays).
So, dear reader - that’s it - a short account of a really great few days.
Fabulous weather and company - no better way to become reacquainted with the mountains after what seemed
like forever.
Let’s hope we all get together soon, for
more of the same.

Where there’s a will, there’s always a way…
Fiona. X
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Another List Ticked

By Graham Field

So what’s the highest point in Buckinghamshire then?
A bunch of flowers to those of you who say Haddington Hill (267m) and a
bunch of fives to those who said Coombe Hill; although admittedly they’re not
that far apart.
Many moons ago, wife Wendy and I set out to scale Haddington’s dizzying
heights along with the other 81 which make up the historic County tops of the
UK, having been inspired by the book ‘Heights of Madness’ by Jonny Muir and
subsequently discovered his excellent Cicerone guide (now out of print) to
save the need for too much research. For the record, he did the trip over 3
months as a continuous cycle ride - we didn’t!
And so it was that immediately on release
from lockdown this year we set off to do our
final three, all north of the border and so
complete a long standing project which has
seen us visit nearly every corner of our
Kingdom (United or otherwise) including
Northern Ireland, Orkney and the Shetlands.
Our final top on 27th May was Morven
(706m) in Caithness - made more memorable
when a friend who’d joined us for the big ta dah moment had a medical emergency just
before we set off, leading to a day for all at Wick A&E rather than out on the hill. He’s fine

now by the way and the following day (albeit without him) at long last we got our final tick.
Highlights and lowlights depended on all the usual factors that make up a good (or bad) walk. Silliest top is probably Bushey
Heath in Middlesex (153m) and if you’ve read this far then appropriately Boring Field in
Huntingdonshire is it’s highest point at a lofty 80m and also the lowest high point in the UK!
The County tops are obviously not one of the ‘great outdoor challenges’ but they require a
wonderful road trip and get you away from the more obvious hills we all know and love although there are some of those and other biggies in the mix too. It has also led to us
wonder why Coniston Old Man (our adopted home top at 803m in the historic County of
The conquering heroes
Graham

Lancashire) has since been stolen by Cumbria!
Here are some lists for those who are interested in ticking things…
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It’s a big one!

Madame President eyeing up the competition! Which one makes the most noise?

Membership Cards
It was decided that we wouldn't send Membership Cards out due to logistic (paperless
renewals and online AGM). I'm really sorry if this wasn't communicated properly to you
all at the time.
The important thing is that the discounts are all still available and online codes can be
found on the BMC site.
https://www.thebmc.co.uk/get-discounts-in-shops-nationwide
For example; Cotswold Outdoor 15% - AF-BMC-M1
You will have received your BMC membership card with the spring issue on the Summit magazine which you can use in shops.
If you haven't received your BMC card (and magazine) give me a email and I can check this with our chap at the BMC.
If you really, really want an ACC membership card please drop me a line and I can make one just for you :)
Thanks so much and I hope you're all keeping the spirit alive and getting out and about in the hills, mountains and crags.
Thanks

Olly - Membership Secretary
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Meet Reports
Skye, June 19th to 26th, 2021
Memories of about 50 years of ACC Meets in Skye made this year’s week in the Glen Brittle Memorial Hut so very different for
many reasons. Obviously, the main change was because of Covid rules limiting the usual twenty-two people to six. After many
phone calls to those who originally planned to go, the list was reduced to Mel & Maryke, Alan & Alison, Paul and Jenny.
Those who went to Skye two years ago will remember the awful traffic problems at the Fairy Pools and the Quiraing, both
having been over-publicised before any planning for where car parks could be extended. Admittedly the two huge new car and
camper parks for the Pools path (now made up with planned bridges we were
told!) have helped. However, the extra enlarged and lengthened passing
places do not really overcome the problems of drivers (dare I say mostly
camping vans and mobile homes) failing to use them correctly and politely.

Parking outside the Hut was also getting congested by the Guides meeting
their clients to climb the In Pin.
On a more cheerful note, don’t let Mother Hen put off those members who
have not yet enjoyed some of the finest rock climbing and ridge walking in
the U.K. when we are booked at Glen Brittle for 2023. We must also admit
that so much more tourism is probably welcomed by most islanders.
Sadly, we six had some
unwelcome weather with very strong winds making the Ridge not the best place to
be, but we all enjoyed some long coastal walks and glens and were happy to find
the Carbost Pub still as good for food and friendly service.
One last comment is to encourage those who have not yet ignored the Skye Bridge
and used the lovely Kylera Ferry which has undergone some good restoration and is
still the best way to go “over the sea to Skye”.

Jenny

The Court House, St Davids, Pembroke, Sept 17th-19th 2021
Attendees: Fiona Broadbent (part time), James Evett, Paul Day, Paul Nurse, Adam Craig, Diccon Proctor, Vince Slade, Jenny
Walker, Richard Lodge, Alex Sharp, Val Lum, Richard West, Tom Conroy, Olly Nicholson, Mel and Maryke Gosliga
Friday 16th: Jenny and Richard Lodge started a walk at Kidwelly, salt marshes, bird watching, plenty of blackberries. The start is
an old quay and canal. After the estuary, walked away from the coast and did a circumnavigation of Kidwelly. Some paths were
overgrown and one gate. It created a longer walk (Jenny loved it) overall 12 miles.
Saturday 17th: Jenny, Alex, James, Mel and Maryke walked from the hut to St Non’s Chapel around the coast westward. Porth
Clais harbour was interesting with lots of anchor points and the low water showed the harbour well. The walk along the coast
was wet mainly, but beautiful. We found a nice cove to sit down for
lunch, whilst a group of ‘environmental people’ were litter picking—
apparently there was less than previous times (they go to that bay about
4 times a year).
As we got around the headland at the end, Ramsay Island was pretty
visible. Some of the next sandy coves had seals and pups in—always
interesting. We continued on to Yny Dinas, where we turned inland (after
observing two guys in a rowing boat—one bailing out, the other rowing
frantically!). Soon we were back in St Davids where we had time to visit
the cathedral. I liked it’s quietness, different areas including “Wogan’s
Corner” which made me chuckle.
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continued

Richard L walked alone from the hut, directly south to the coastal path, turned west following the same route as Jenny et al,
carried on past Justinian, watched a lifeboat park, seals bask. Carried on past Whitesands to Davids Head, to Much Clegg to
climb Carn Ludi. Walked back from Whitesands via the St Davids Cathedral, Amazing site. Approx 13.6 miles.
Adam, Diccon, Richard W, Tom, Olly. Vince, Paul and Paul had a bit of a
recce around St Davids north coastline from the Whitesands car park.
Abseiled down slippery rock to climb the horrible first pitch of a diff, 2
pitch route. Slippery and with ledges below the gear didn’t offer much
solace. Having climbed days before Olly and Vince preferred to watch,
along with a large seal who kept popping up to laugh at us. Moved to
another spot and, with great difficulty, found the crag, which was not
climbable due to rain and tide.
Sunday 18th: Today was a sunny ‘scorchio’ day! Adam, Diccon, Richard
W, Tom, Olly, Vince, Paul and Paul went to Carreg Y Barcud. Beautiful
slab climbing—testing after lockdown, very hot—Vince and Olly went
for a recce/swim at nearby deep water solo venue, Barrel Zawn. The
rest of us remained humbled by the crag except Richard W and Tom
who were smashing out more E numbers than a Haribo factory!
Monday 19th: Another ‘scorchio’ day. Val, James, Adam and Alex S had a “training session”. James led his first trad route—a V
Diff on “Organ Pipes East” crag near St Davids Mothers Chapel Thingy (sorry—can’t remember the actual name). Val enjoyed
seconding which means there’s a new rope team in town! Alex
regained his composure after not much climbing at all while
A steady head needed on Sinecure, E1 5b ! Tom C on lead

Carreg Y Barcud
North Pembrokeshire
Adam on the exposed arete of Yellow Wall
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Three Gardeners and IT
By Diccon Proctor
Starved of climbing action for nearly 18 months, the Family Meet having been cancelled, and the weather for once looking
more Mediterranean than the usual soggy summer fayre, it was time to get out! Vince, Olly and Diccon headed to the Chew
Valley in the northern Peak District in search of “cool rock” and shade on north facing
crags, and quiet cliffs far away from the madding crowds heading for the honeypots.
They were joined at the campsite by IT – Isla’s Team – young Isla and Ad-Dad come to
socialise and provide some after dinner entertainment in the form of pre-Olympic
throwing sports training, i.e. who can lob tennis balls and Frisbees in the silliest way,
hoping they don’t hit your neighbouring campers and hoping your fellow competitors
fall flat on their face in the vain attempt to catch them. Needless to say, Isla, being the
youngest or should that be the most sober (?!), won hands-down.
Olly and Vince performed the ancient ritual of self-BBQ at Robs Rocks on Thursday,
and described it like indoor climbing – “in-der” middle of an oven, that is. A lovely
south facing crag, good for every other time of year except during a heatwave, with
enough low-grade, single-pitch routes for a day’s outing. Scorched but not scarred
(yet), they teamed up with Diccon on Friday to head high and north to the cooler
climes of Dovestones, sitting way up above the
Chew Valley and the enticing water of
Dovestone Reservoir. After a very steep and
rough approach that felt like a mini version of
the archetypal slog up Pen Yr Ole Wen, we had a relaxing day with no other climbing
teams around. There are plenty of routes at all grades of about 15-20 metres to keep
you going for a couple of visits at least. Route of the day led by Vince was Answer Crack,
HVD, a fab layback flake with a short steep wall to finish - the latter being climbed
differently by all of us, notably Olly’s dramatic moves up the thin a-cheval crest.

On Saturday we elected to walk over the top of
the moor from Dovestones Reservoir and drop
down to the top of Laddow Rocks. After damp
weather this would be nigh-on-impossible bog
trudge but in the exceptionally dry conditions it
made for a very scenic if long approach (90
mins). We gambled on the sun moving off the
east-facing Laddow Rocks by mid-morning but
the combination of a high mid-summer sun and sweltering weather meant it wasn’t
until mid-afternoon that the cliff became shady. The only other team on the cliff that
day turned up at just that time having judged better than us when to arrive. Most of
the cliff features face more south-east than east so choose your route aspect with
care! Feeling like kebabs in front of the fryer our pace was noticeably lethargic and the
only respite from the heat was the cool interior
of the bivvy cave. Although a bit overgrown in
places with the lack of traffic the rock on the
popular routes is still clean and the glorious
setting is worth the walk-in (NB: the more direct approach from Crowden is 45-60 mins).
Route of the day, led by Diccon with one point of aid (a knobbly knee!), was Tower Face,
VS 5a, a thuggy start with steep technical face climbing.
Sunday - flame grilled or oven-roast? Trying to “get out of the frying pan” we chose to go
to Ravenstones, only to be bamboozled by not being able to find the supposed layby at
the start of the walk-in, so a Plan B of Wimberry was quickly agreed upon. Luckily we got
spaces in the Dovestones Reservoir car park just before the Sunday day-tripper hordes
filled it up. A short hoick uphill led us to the very dramatic jagged buttresses of the cliff
which resemble a set of gigantic teeth perched at the top of the hillside. Full shade on
the routes and the basecamp ledge at the bottom was wonderful bliss. Wimberrys’
reputation for steep tough crack lines is well deserved and in all but the driest weather
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the deeper-set ones will be damp (as we found out). Having said that the
rock is very rough and sandpapery which makes up for the green tinges.
Route of the day: the imaginatively titled Route 1, HS 4b, led by Olly. He did
take a quick peak at Appointment with Fear (E9 6C) which branches off
Route 1 but his seconds were mightily pleased conditions weren’t ideal to
have a go at it!! For anyone wanting a sneak preview to see how it should
be done scroll to the end of “Big Balls and Ground Falls”on You Tube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sfDPJIbOk84
All in all a great weekend exploring some of the less frequented crags in a
more remote part of the Peak – definitely worth another visit sometime to
“get away from it all” but go when it’s hot and dry or expect a bit of
slithering. The campsite at Well-i-Hole has the best name ever and is a
really good stopover. Run by a very welcoming couple, with plenty of
pitches spread over several fields and adequate facilities, it’s certainly good
value. With a promising forecast, expect to mingle with plenty of
weekenders from the Manchester suburbs but even so numbers are well
managed and there was space for everyone.
https://www.well-i-holefarm.co.uk/
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Low Carbon — Travel Mitigation

Diccon Proctor

Since the very positive discussions at the Low Carbon meeting in October 2020 and at the 2020 AGM, the low carbon subcommittee have put together a travel mitigation scheme which is going to be piloted in 2021. For any meets that we do go on
during 2021 members can opt to pay an additional voluntary contribution of £5 per individual per meet to offset their travel
emissions. Members simply have to tally up how many meets they want to offset and pay the resulting amount on top of their
subs at the time of the AGM. Further details of exactly how to do this will be sent out with the 2021 AGM papers.
The £5 figure has been calculated based on the average cost of the two selected projects in relation to the average travel
footprint per individual per meet, i.e. 111kg. After reviewing several mitigation schemes the committee is recommending
dividing our donation between two projects for 2021. These are Restoring Hardknott Forest and Cumbria Wildlife Trust
Peatland Restoration projects, both based in the Lake District (see links below for details). The criteria we used for choosing
these are:
a)

offer significant carbon capture/ reducing carbon release per £ donated,

b) is in a part of the country we often visit so members can see the benefit, and
c)

would welcome club members to volunteer with the organisation to do practical work.

We have had some positive and encouraging correspondence with the managers of both the initiatives.
The projects use two different methods of carbon sequestration. The Hardknott initiative involves the regeneration of native
woodland, and carbon being stored in the structure of the trees as they grow. The Peatland project conserves bogs and mires,
which already have significant amounts of carbon locked up in them. If the peat dries out and becomes eroded carbon is
released back into the atmosphere, so to prevent this bogs need to be kept in a healthy condition and waterlogged. It is
estimated that in the UK peat bogs currently store twenty times as much carbon as all the UK forests combined.
By donating to these worthy causes we can partly mitigate for our travel emissions but it does not stop the emissions occurring
in the first place. Only reducing our travel or finding low carbon alternative means of transport or sharing transport can do this.
We recognise that some members will already be addressing their carbon footprint in other ways and some people will choose
not to participate, hence why this is an optional ACC initiative. None of the annual subscriptions money will be used for this
purpose. Only voluntary donations, akin to the money we collect for the Mountain Rescue, will be forwarded to the mitigation
projects.
Estimated costs of mitigation schemes per individual per meet, and carbon saved per £
Restoring Hardknott Forest:

£3 and 42kg/£

CWT peatland restoration:

£9.15 and 15kg/£

Links:
https://bag.leeds.ac.uk/projects/restoring-hardknott-forest/
https://www.cumbriawildlifetrust.org.uk/about/what-we-do/living-landscapes/wildlife-conservation-projects/peatlandrestoration
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-53684047

ACC News 138 Page 12

Caption Competition
Here’s the picture for this issue.

Entries for this picture —
"The ultimate combined tactics?"
"A tricky sit start!"

Send your caption
suggestions to the
newsletter editor.

General Information
Recycling on Meets
Generally we are pretty good now at recycling on meets. Please remember, if you brought it with you and it is
recyclable, take it home, or recycle locally. Thank You.
Kit
If you need to stock up on kit, remember that several shops offer discounts to members. The Climbers Shop,
Cotswold Outdoor and Fox’s of Amersham all offer discounts to members when using the appropriate codes.
Guide Books
If you want a Cicerone guide book please be aware Aylesbury Climbing Club are able to get a 25% discount.
Local Climbing Walls
ACC now has a WhatsApp group for the Milton Keynes walls: "MK midweek climbing". There's not a set day when
the ACC are there so this will make it easier to find out who's going and when, in order to link up with climbing
partners. If you want to be added to the group please text the Admin: Pete Collins, 07864-041454.
On Thursday evenings a group can usually be found at Oxford Brookes (contact Diccon Proctor to check dates).
Also, on the last Friday evening in the month there is a ‘Climb and Curry’ Evening. Climbing from 7ish before
heading to the Purple Mango at around 9pm (contact Alex Sharp).
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Your Committee

EDITOR

Committee Members Committee Post Phone
Chairman

Diccon Proctor

07799 686080

President

Jenny Walker

01296 713269

Secretary

Val Lum

01844 345727

Treasurer

Richard Andrews 01494 526645

Meets 2020

Richard Lodge

Meets 2021

Moira Domican-G 07887 750500

Membership

Olly Nicholson

07890 261898

Newsletter Editor

Barry Wright

07903 578302

NEEDED

If you enjoy reading the
newsletter I am standing
down as Editor at the AGM
so the Club needs a
volunteer to take on the
role. Please call or email
me if you fancy it.
Thanks, Barry

07847 724041

For up-to-date information on spontaneous and planned events,
photos, discussions, daytrip arrangements and other club
activities, visit Facebook and the club website

The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the individual
authors and do not necessarily represent the views or ethos of the
editor, the committee or the Aylesbury Climbing Club as a whole.
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